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My name is Anri Takasa and | am from Hokkaido, Japan.

War has been going on all over the world. Every time | see the scene of war, |
wonder if someone might use nuclear weapons. My heart is filled with a sense of
crisis and fear. I’'m afraid of war, but I’'m especially afraid of nuclear weapons
because | know the inhumanity of nuclear weapons. An atomic bomb survivor
once told to me, “You must not forget the fear of war and nuclear weapons.” How
many people know the truth about radiation exposure in Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

Seventy-nine years have passed since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. The average age of the survivors is over eighty-five years old. They are
dying one by one. But many of them do not want to remember their painful
memories. Only a few survivors have dared to share their experiences. Memories
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are fading fast. Without knowing the risk of using
nuclear weapons, some leaders may use nuclear weapons to gain the upper hand
in war.

More than anything else, it is the voice of the survivors that can stop these people
from getting out of control. For a long time, the survivors have been speaking out
about the horror of the damage caused by nuclear weapons. We must eliminate
them as soon as possible. We are the last generation to hear directly from the
survivors. We should not forget the atrocities of war and radiation exposure. No
matter what happens, we will continue to work for the abolition of nuclear weapons
and for peace in the world.
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My name is Mana Minagawa, and I am from Hokkaido. It is located in the
northernmost part of Japan, 1,800 kilometers from Hiroshima and 2,200 kilometers
from Nagasaki. The temperature varies by 50 degrees in a year. In summer it
reaches 30 degrees Celsius in summer, while in winter it drops to minus 20 degrees
Celsius. Despite this harsh situation, it is estimated that 1,000 to 2,000 atomic
bomb survivors have migrated here. There are many reasons for this, but among
them is the desire to live in a place far away from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in
order to forget the tragic memories. No one should ever have to leave their
hometown because of physical and emotional suffering caused by nuclear weapons.

Two years ago, | had the opportunity to attend a concert featuring a piano that
survived the Hiroshima bombing. The piano belonged to a girl named Misako, who,
like me, was 17-years-old while the tragedy occurred. When the atomic bomb was
dropped, the piano was in a house that was 1.8 kilometers from the hypocenter.
The explosion left the piano with numerous dents, scratches, and shards of glass
embedded in its surface. At the time of the bombing, Misako was working at a
munitions factory. After managing to escape the collapsed factory and returning
home, she found the scarred piano in a house with its doors and walls blown away.
Seeing Misako’s piano, touching its scars, and hearing its sound gave me the
courage to speak out against what should never be forgiven.

Nuclear weapons are the most brutal weapons in history. Not only do they kill
innocent civilians in an instant, but they also leave deep psychological scars on the
survivors. I cannot tolerate such inhumane weapons. I am determined to work for
a peaceful world free of nuclear weapons.
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My name is Rintaro Sato and | am from lwate Prefecture. | was born and
raised in Kamaishi City, which is located on the northeastern coast of Japan.

When | was 3 years old, | experienced the Great East Japan Earthquake. In
Kamaishi, more than 1,000 people died or went missing as a result of the
tsunami and about 3,000 houses were completely destroyed.

However, many of the city’s elementary and junior high school students,
who had regularly studied disaster prevention, successfully evacuated. The
lesson of the earthquake is that each person must take action to protect life
beyond normal thinking.

It has been 13 years since the earthquake. Kamaishi has almost completely
recovered from the damage of the tsunami, but | feel that the memory of the
earthquake is gradually fading. The same is true of the memories of the
damage caused by nuclear weapons in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The average
age of atomic bomb survivors is over 85 years old. As the population ages,
the memories of the atomic bomb damage will eventually be forgotten if we
don’t pass them on.

Earthquakes and tsunamis are not man-made and cannot be stopped by
humans. War and nuclear weapons, on the other hand, are created by humans
and take many lives. War can be prevented or even eliminated by us. To
prevent the atrocities of nuclear weapons, we, as young Japanese people, will
take the lead in calling for the realization of a peaceful world without nuclear
weapons.
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My name is Fumiko Hatakeyama from Iwate Prefecture.

I spent six years at my elementary school in the town of Ofunato, which was hit
by the Great East Japan Earthquake. For years after the disaster, my schoolyard
was lined with makeshift houses, and I remember how painful it was to lose a place
where I could play happily with my friends. Seventy-nine years ago, in Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, children's school buildings were destroyed and the remains of those
who died were buried in the schoolyard. Even today, in regions of the world where
war is still raging, children are unable to attend school every day, let alone play
happily in the playground. Wars and earthquakes rob children of their daily joys
and leave them with many painful memories.

At the time of the Great East Japan Earthquake, my grandfather was in charge
of collecting essential supplies from hospitals in coastal areas and distributing
them to those affected by the disaster. He told me that the water shortage was
particularly severe, and that tens of thousands of litters of water were trucked in
from all over the country every day to keep people alive. We have also received all
kinds of help from many countries abroad. I think it is important to expand the
circle of international solidarity and continue to build peaceful and friendly
relations between countries.

This spring, I visited South Korea and met with hibakusha who were exposed to
the atomic bombs in Japan seventy-nine years ago and have been living in South
Korea ever since. They shared with me their experiences of suffering from the
effects of nuclear weapons, prejudice and discrimination. Hibakusha live not only
in South Korea but also in other parts of the world. We must not forget that there
are people suffering from the aftereffects of radiation exposure, not only from
nuclear weapons, but also from people living near nuclear test sites and people
working in uranium mines. I will inherit the wish for peace not only from the
hibakusha of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but also from global hibakusha, and T will
continue to strongly appeal for the abolition of nuclear weapons.
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My name is Kanon Nagasawa and I am from Fukushima Prefecture.

On March 11, the 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred. The
maximum seismic intensity was seven on the Japanese seismic scale, and the
damage was so severe in the Fukushima Prefecture where I live. Fukushima was
not only affected by the earthquake, but also by the tsunami and the nuclear power
plant accident.

People who lived near the nuclear power plant were forced to leave their
hometowns. What’s worse, some of the evacuees had to deal with the careless
misconception that Fukushima was contaminated with radioactivity. Even today,
13 years after the nuclear accident, some people are still unable to return to their
hometowns.

The same thing happened 79 years ago in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Nuclear
weapons emitted radiation when they exploded, killing those who survived the heat
rays and blast waves. Even if they had survived, they had to live with illnesses for
the rest of their lives. Many atomic bomb survivors have been hurt by the
insensitive misunderstanding that radiation is contagious.

I am reminded of the words of Ichiro Moritaki, an atomic bomb survivor in
Hiroshima, who said, “Humanity and nuclear weapons cannot coexist.” I want
people to know that what happened in Fukushima is that the use of nuclear
weapons would cause much worse damage. I want you to take them all as your
own problems. As one of those who have suffered from the nuclear accident, I call
for the elimination of nuclear weapons to prevent the loss of loved ones. I will
never forget the preciousness of peace, and will continue to act to protect our daily
lives and our future.
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My name is Yuua. I’'m from Fukushima, Japan.

Thirteen years ago, on March 11", the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred.
Then on March 15", there was a hydrogen explosion at the Fukushima nuclear
power plant. I was three years old at the time, and lived in Okuma town, which
was only two kilometers away from the nuclear power plant. I have no memory of
it, but my mother evacuated to protect us children. As a victim of the nuclear
accident, she was discriminated against even though it wasn’t her fault. It hurts my
heart to hear this story.

In June 2022, eleven years after the accident, the restrictions on entering parts
of Okuma town were finally lifted. However, the fact is that very few people have
returned to their hometowns even though the restriction is lifted. In this way, the
large amount of radiation released by the disaster completely changed my
hometown, which is rich in nature.

If such a large-scale nuclear power plant disaster were to occur, or if nuclear
weapons were to be used, the lives and dreams of many people would be destroyed
again in an instant. Now, there is a growing fear that nuclear weapons may be used
again in war. However, as citizens of the only country to have suffered atomic
bombings in war, we cannot condone the use of nuclear weapons. Also, as
survivors of the nuclear power plant tragedy, my family cannot allow the plant to
be restarted.

“No more Hiroshima. No more Nagasaki. No more Fukushima. No more
Hibakusha.”

I will continue to raise my voice so that people all over the world can live in peace.
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My name is Nanami Taguchi and | am from Ibaraki Prefecture. I am the first
Hiroshima/Nagasaki Peace Messenger from my prefecture.

Ibaraki Prefecture, where | live, was severely damaged by American air raids
during World War Il. This was partly because it was close to the capital Tokyo.
There were also many military facilities such as Hitachi factories, which
manufactured military aircraft and aircraft engines. In August 1945, US air raids
intensified, causing widespread destruction of major cities such as Mito and
Tsuchiura. Many infrastructure and cultural assets were lost. Citizens evacuated in
search of safety, and many who lost their livelihoods found themselves in poverty.

The economic and social burdens brought about by war are enormous and have
long-lasting effects. War damage leaves not only physical destruction but also
psychological scars. The war experience has left the people of Ibaraki with serious
trauma. However, they have confronted the war memories they don’t want to
remember and have passed them on to future generations. The stories have been
shared among family members and in the local community through lectures and
photo exhibitions.

Similarly, the atomic bomb survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki suffered deep
physical and mental scars from the destructive power of nuclear weapons.
However, their strong desire not to repeat the same mistake again and to prevent
their children and grandchildren from going through the same pain has motivated
the survivors to talk about what happened that day.

Our mission is to pass on the lessons of the past to the next generation and
continue to send a message of peace to the world. | want you not to take your daily
lives for granted. | will continue to make an appeal to the world not to repeat this
mistake.
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I’m Asa Eishima from Tokyo.
Tokyo, where | live, was bombed over 100 times during World War I1.

The most devastating attack was the air raid on March 10, 1945. In just one
night, American bombers killed about 105,400 people.

This number is higher than the death toll of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in a single
day.

The bombing of Tokyo continued, and many more lives were lost.
About 80,000 unidentified remains are still left without proper burial.

In Hiroshima, the Atomic Bomb Memorial Tower holds the remains of about
70,000 unidentified victims. These people have never returned to their families.
They must have died in remorse. Atomic bomb survivors suffered from the
aftereffects of radiation exposure. Nuclear weapons not only destroy military
targets but also affect civilians indiscriminately. The grief of those who lost their
families, friends, and future is immeasurable. The inhumanity of nuclear weapons
is evident. We must share this tragedy to achieve a peaceful world without nuclear
weapons.

79 years have passed since World War Il, and the number of atomic bomb
survivors and war veterans is decreasing every year. To prevent such war damage
from happening again, nuclear weapons must be abolished as soon as possible, and
we should work for a peaceful world without war.
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My name is Arisa Hagi, and I am from Kanagawa, Japan.

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, as the people of Hiroshima were about to start
their day, eating breakfast or going to work, a single atomic bomb was dropped on
the city. And again, three days later at 11:02 a.m. on August 9, another single
atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. Just before the explosion, an air-raid alert
was lifted, and many junior and senior high school students returned to their work
in the weapons factories. These two bombs mercilessly took the lives and
livelihoods of so many people almost instantly.

Ignoring such a tragic past, some countries with nuclear weapons are deploying
still more against the backdrop of a tense international situations. But let us stop
and think. Who on earth wants to be a victim of nuclear weapons? Do nuclear
weapons benefit us? Fundamentally, human beings and nuclear weapons cannot
coexist. There can be no real peace under the constant threat of nuclear weapons.

Yokohama City in Kanagawa Prefecture, where I live, has long flourished as a
cosmopolitan city. Today people from diverse backgrounds live and work together
peacefully there. This is because we accept each other's differences in culture and
values, even though we are of different nationalities. That is why we are
heartbroken by the conflicts and killings that are taking place in Ukraine and Gaza
today. We call for an end to war as soon as possible. Sometimes, the pursuit of the
abolition of nuclear weapons makes us feel as if we are wandering in a dark tunnel
with no end in sight.

At such times, I am encouraged by the words of Setsuko Thurlow, a hibakusha
from Hiroshima. She said, "Don't give up! Keep pushing! See the light! Crawl
towards it." For me, Hiroshima and Nagasaki are the source of energy for peace. |
will continue to walk persistently for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the
realization of a peaceful world.
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I’'m Akari Nishiwaki from Niigata.

On July 25th, 1945, the US Armed Forces chose four cities as targets for the
atomic bombings: Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Kokura, and Niigata.

They dropped a dummy atomic bomb, called the “pumpkin bomb,” on Nagaoka,
where | live, as a training exercise to prepare for real nuclear attacks. Four citizens
were Killed by the dummy bombs in the city.

Niigata was far from the Tinian air base from which the US bombers launched,
so it was considered as a fourth target. Eventually Niigata was spared from the
atomic bombing.

If the atomic bomb had been dropped on Niigata, and one of my grandparents
had been killed, I wouldn’t be here. The joy of living with our loved ones could
have been taken away in an instant.

It is now more important than ever for us to imagine what it would be like if an
atomic bomb were dropped on our hometown. As long as there is war somewhere,
and someone has nuclear weapons, we cannot escape from the fear.

This means that we all live between life and death. There is no end in sight to
the conflicts. Some call for more armaments to fight against others. The countries
that possess nuclear weapons don’t want to give them up because of their
destructive power, and have continued to modernize them.

Now | want to ask you.

Does it really benefit any country?
Does it really allow people to live in happiness?

It is we, the young, who will build the future. Whether we can build a peaceful
world or a world of endless war is in our hands. I will continue to appeal to people

all over the world to create a world where everyone can live happily without
suffering from war and nuclear weapons.
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My name is Yuna Yagawa, and I am from Shizuoka, Japan.
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Bikini Incident.

The Bikini Incident was a hydrogen bomb test conducted by the United States
at Bikini Atoll in the Pacific Ocean on March 1, 1954, using a bomb called
“Bravo.” It was about 1,000 times more powerful than the Hiroshima-type
atomic bomb. A total of 76 nuclear tests were conducted in the Marshall Islands,
including Bravo. As a result, the residents suffered from health problems such as
diarrhea, vomiting, and burns from radiation exposure. Many “jellyfish babies”
were born with transparent skin and no bones.

The Daigo Fukuryu Maru, known in English as the Lucky Dragon, was a tuna
fishing vessel that sailed from Shizuoka, where I live. It was also hit by the
hydrogen bomb 160 kilometers east of the hypocenter.

The 23 crew members on board were exposed to radioactive fallout from the
test, and their bodies were found to contain high levels of radiation. About six
months later, Aikichi Kuboyama, the radio chief, died, leaving behind his wife
and young children. He was one of the first human victims of the hydrogen
bomb.

The use of nuclear weapons causes casualties around the world that transcend
nations, races, and generations. We must never allow the sacrifice and suffering
of these victims to fade away. Kuboyama said shortly before his death, “Please
make me the last victim.”

Let us imagine. Imagine that your father, mother, brother, sister or newborn
baby is exposed to radiation. Even a single nuclear detonation can cause
enormous health problems and discrimination.

| hope that everyone can have a wide range of choices in their lives. | will
continue to work for a peaceful world without nuclear weapons.
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My name is Mizuki Inanaka, and I am from Osaka, Japan. As a citizen of the
country that has experienced the horrors of war and atomic bombing, | want to
pledge to those who lost their lives in those tragedies that we would never repeat
the same mistakes.

Yet even today, wars continue in many places around the world. Peace is not
something that someone else creates and gives to us. Peace can only be maintained
if people all over the world want it, accept each other's differences, shake hands,
and take action.

Can everyone in the world really imagine what happened in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki 79 years ago? Do we know how people perished in the heat of the atomic
bombs? Hibakusha, the atomic bomb survivors, often say, "I don't want to
remember, | want to forget, | don't want to talk about it anymore." There is pain,
suffering, and fear beyond our imagination. However, to ensure that the same
mistakes are not repeated, the survivors have shared with us their memories,
memories they would rather forget. This is because, more than anyone else, they
want world peace and hope for a better future.

That is why all of us who are living today must imagine the horrors of the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and take it as our own problem. We are the
last generation to hear directly from the survivors. As the number of people who
lived through the war decreases year by year, it is our duty, as the younger
generation, to bring the tragedies of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to everyone in the
world and to call for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

At the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, the "Flame of Peace" will burn until the
day when nuclear weapons cease to exist. We must extinguish this flame as soon
as possible. Then world peace will have been achieved through our collective
efforts. | believe that peace can be achieved if people all over the world can
overcome our differences and engage in peaceful diplomatic efforts instead of
using force.

Yes, with this strong belief, | will devote myself to these activities.

Thank you.
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My name is Miyuka Hosoya, and | am a high school student in Hyogo.

Kobe in Hyogo Prefecture is known as an international trading city. But the history
of Kobe has another face — the people of the city experienced the Great Kobe Air
Raid during World War II. This indiscriminate attack aimed to completely destroy
the daily lives of the citizens. More than 530,000 people were affected by the air
raid and the city was reduced to ruins.

Two months ago, | visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. | found a
child’s jacket with the description, “I was never allowed to put my hand through
the sleeves.” I was really shocked to know that only this jacket was left behind and
the child was gone. The atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki robbed
numerous people of their future. Not only Japanese but also foreigners or prisoners
of war were killed on that day. Adults and children, men and women, many
innocent lives were taken indiscriminately.

Many people around the world have suffered greatly from nuclear weapons.
Nuclear damage is not only inflicted on the Japanese. We must not forget that
many people have suffered from the effects of radiation, disease, discrimination
and poverty due to repeated nuclear tests. Today, the number of nuclear warheads
ready for use at any time is increasing. Peace protected by nuclear weapons cannot
be called real peace. We must eliminate the role of nuclear weapons and seek a
sustainable peace supported by the people of the entire planet. We sincerely desire
true peace and must continue our efforts to achieve the abolition of nuclear
weapons as soon as possible.
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My name is Hanon Fujimoto, and | am from Nara, Japan.

A building of my high school has a history of 91 years. Actually it also served
as a facility for the Japanese army in 1945 during World War I1. All classes were
suspended, students were mobilized for war, and a radio detector, anti-aircraft guns,
and air defense monitoring equipment were installed on the roof of the building.
The school was turned into a war machine. There are still bullet holes on the wall
of the building. Moreover, the lives of seven students who were in the same age as
me were taken away. A war memorial with their photos and names was erected in
the school. | was shocked to realize that war is so close to us. And this inevitably
makes me think about war.

War unjustly takes away precious lives. In Hiroshima and Nagasaki 79 years
ago, atomic bombs robbed people of their loved ones, including their fathers,
mothers, brothers and sisters, and friends with whom they played and went to
school.

Without the abolition of nuclear weapons, which indiscriminately harm people
with a single blow, world peace cannot be achieved. As a young person from Japan,
the only nation to have been hit by atomic bombs, | will inherit the experience of
the atomic bomb survivors, and seek for a peaceful future without nuclear weapons,
believing that our activities are not meaningless.
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My name is Natsuki Kai, and I am from Hiroshima. My great-grandfather
entered Hiroshima City right after the atomic bomb was dropped to participate in
rescue efforts and was exposed to residual radiation. | am a fourth generation
hibakusha. Hibakusha means the people who survived the atomic bombing.

At the time of the atomic bombing, my great-grandfather saw an unusual flash
that blocked out the midsummer sunlight from a place about 38 kilometers away
from Hiroshima City. He then entered Hiroshima for rescue work. As he walked
near the hypocenter, he found many bodies so charred that it was impossible to
tell their sex or to recognize their faces. He wrote about his feelings as he
witnessed the devastation in Hiroshima: “If it were an earthquake or lightning, |
could accept it as it was, but this was caused by a human-made nuclear weapon,
and | cannot forgive it.”” I think he couldn't contain his anger at seeing people
who couldn't live or die in a humane way. The very existence of nuclear weapons
is something that should never be allowed.

The atomic bombs indiscriminately took the lives of innocent people including
children and the happiness of many humble families. Close your eyes and
imagine: if your happiness, dreams, and hopes were to be taken away in an
instant, and your home were wiped out completely in a moment, how painful and
sorrowful would it be?

As long as there are nuclear weapons in this world, there will never be a
peaceful world. The hibakusha would not allow others to experience the same
tragedy. We must fulfill their wish for the abolition of nuclear weapons and pass
it on to the next generation. Now, global tensions are rising and nuclear weapons
are being used as a threat. We should know what happened in the past. Please
visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and learn the reality of the bombings to create a
future where no one suffers from nuclear weapons and war.
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I am Wakana Tsukuda from Hiroshima Prefecture.

“The streets are full of debris and fallen people, their skulls crushed and limbs
missing. The flames were coming at us from behind, so I had no choice but to run
away, trampling on the bodies of people I didn’t know if they were alive or dead.
I let everyone die to save myself. It is the experience I hate talking about most."

This is the story from an atomic bomb survivor.

Why do hibakusha talk about the experiences that they do not want to talk about,
as if they are trying to wring out the words? I think it is because they have a strong
desire not to let their atomic bomb experiences fade away and not to let others
suffer as they did.

We human beings have repeatedly fought in many tragic conflicts, and much
blood has been shed. Among them, the atomic bomb, the worst weapon in history,
killed many innocent people and continues to torment hibakusha to this day.

Seventy-nine years have passed since the end of World War II, yet nuclear
weapons still exist.

I believe that we must understand peace and atomic bomb not only from our
minds but also from our hearts. Understanding from the heart means facing the
horror of the atomic bombings and being close to the hearts of the hibakusha. When
I heard the hellish stories of hibakusha, I was driven by a sense of urgency: This
must never be repeated, and nuclear weapons must be abolished as soon as possible.
I was convinced that what I could do was to be close to the hearts of hibakusha
and pass on their feelings so that no one else would have to suffer as they did.

We must not let the tragedy that occurred in the two Japanese cities 79 years ago
fade away. We must burn it firmly into our hearts and pass it on to the next
generation.

The average age of hibakusha is over 85, and we are losing more every year. |
will keep the hibakusha's wish for peace in my heart and continue to call for the
abolition of nuclear weapons as a citizen of the only country to have been exposed
to atomic bombs. It is people who move society, and it is their hearts that move
them. Please listen to us. Listen to the voice of our hearts.
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My name is Kosaku Okimoto. I’'m from Hiroshima, the city where the world's
first atomic bomb in human history was used. Seventy-nine years ago, the tragedy
did happen. The bomb, with its extremely destructive power, exploded 600 meters
above Hiroshima, creating a fireball of over one million degrees Celsius. Needless
to say, there were many innocent people going about their daily lives on the ground.
At the moment of the explosion, intense heat rays and radioactivity were released
in all directions, and a powerful blast was generated.

It is estimated more than 100,000 people died in Hiroshima on August 6. In
addition, radiation also penetrated deep into the human body, causing severe
disabilities. Later, an increasing number of people who survived the atomic
bombings died of leukemia and cancer. Even today, hibakusha are still suffering
from radiation-related diseases.

My great-grandmother, who lived in Hiroshima at the time, saw her cousin being
trapped under the piano by the atomic blast. In her crumbling house, she had no
choice but to evacuate for her own life, with no time to find out if her cousin was
alive or dead. My great-grandmother had no way of confirming her cousin’s
presence in the destroyed city until decades later, when she saw her cousin's name
inscribed on a stone monument at a temple. It is heartbreaking to think of how my
great-grandmother felt when she was forced to leave her cousin and flee.

The Cenotaph for the A-bomb Victims in Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park reads,
"Let all the souls here rest in peace. For we shall not repeat the evil”. I believe that
the responsibility to "Never Repeat evil" lies with the entire human race. The
abolition of nuclear weapons is a goal that should be shared by all humanity. A
world without nuclear weapons is a future that people all over the world want. We
will continue to make an appeal to the world until the day when all people are free
from the threat of nuclear weapons.
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My name is Seto Sugimori and I am from Fukuoka Prefecture. Kokura, a city
in Fukuoka Prefecture, was home to the largest munitions factory in western Japan
during the war and was the second target of the atomic bombing after Hiroshima.
However, due to poor visibility caused by bad weather on the day of August 9,
1945, the target was changed to Nagasaki. If the bomb had been dropped on
Kokura, the lives of the people of Fukuoka Prefecture would have been very
different. When we think about what would have happened if the atomic bomb had
been dropped on the city where we live, we should be able to think of the damage
caused by war and the atomic bomb as our own affair, not someone else's

Unfortunately, however, in Japan, although the memories and lessons from past
wars are mentioned in school education, they are regarded as events that happened
in the past, and I fear that not many young people are able to see them as current
issues, or as their own problems. As many facts are forgotten, the testimonies and
thoughts of those who were involved in the war are lost. As a result, we may forget
the pain and foolishly repeat the same thing over and over again. War takes lives
irrationally and destroys precious things in an instant. But is a peaceful life based
on war a true peace? Those of us who have inherited the memories of war have a
responsibility to continue to speak out to prevent the repetition of such tragedies.

The average age of Hibakusha is now over 85 years old. The number of war
survivors and Hibakusha who are willing to share their stories with us is decreasing
every year. In the words of Tetsu Nakamura, a doctor from Fukuoka who spent
many years providing medical care and civilian assistance in Afghanistan, "Peace
requires more patience and effort than war. For peacemaking, we have a
responsibility not to repeat the same mistakes. To this end, we must continue to tell
and share the story of our past experiences, while patiently advocating for the
abolition of nuclear weapons. We will continue to work for a world without war
and nuclear weapons.
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Hello everyone. I’'m Misato Yoshida. I’'m from Saga.

This year marks 79 years since the atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.

My town is next to Nagasaki and is home to some bomb victims.

A train conductor who transported injured people after the atomic bombing
recalls that many people with severe burns and various injuries boarded the train
one kilometer away from ground zero. “It was like a nightmare. I still cannot forget
the scene.”

Another person said, “I had to endure discrimination because I was an atomic
bomb survivor. I had to hide the fact that [ was exposed to an atomic bomb. I tried
to forget it, but I decided to share my experience to prevent another war.”

Recently, many organizations that have recorded the experiences of the
survivors have been disbanded.

As one of the last generation to hear directly from the survivors, I call for their
stories to be shared. If the survivors believe that their mission is to share their
experiences to prevent the use of nuclear weapons in the future, the mission of my
generation is to abolish nuclear weapons. 1 will share their stories as widely as
possible, so that we can make peace and prevent such catastrophes in the future.
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Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Haruro Hirano, and I am from
Kumamoto Prefecture.

Today, 1 want to tell you about the activities of high school students in
Kumamoto. In Kumamoto Prefecture, which is located next to Nagasaki Prefecture,
there are currently around 600 atomic bomb survivors. The average age of these
survivors i1s over 85 years old, making the transmission of their experiences a
pressing issue today. For this reason, we, the high school students in Kumamoto,
have been interviewing the local survivors to hear their stories and their hopes for
peace. We then turn these stories into picture-story shows to preserve and share
them.

Fujie Urata, now 94, was 15 years old when she was exposed to the bombing
in Nagasaki. When she and her mother returned to their home in hypocenter, they
found the charred corpse of a child. A small piece of clothing around the neck
indicated that it was her 8-year-old sister, Mitsue. Her mother, overwhelmed with
grief, cried out "Mitsue!" and embraced the blackened figure. But as she embraced
her, the body crumbled apart. Fujie lost a total of four family members, including
her grandmother, sister, and brother.

The atomic bomb not only took many lives in an instant but also left deep scars
on the hearts and bodies of those who survived. In addition to the grief of losing
their loved ones, many felt guilty for being the only ones to survive. While battling
illnesses caused by radiation exposure, they also suffered from prejudice and
discrimination due to the misunderstanding about radiation damage, leading to
harsh lives.

Survivor Fujie Urata says, "Peace is not something that someone will prepare
for us; we must seize it ourselves." As one of the young people who will live in the
coming era, | will continue to share the facts about the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 79 years ago. I will continue to advocate for the abolition
of nuclear weapons, so that the same mistake will never be repeated in the present
or in the future.
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My name is Hanazaki Taichi from Oita Prefecture in Japan.

In 1939, 85 years ago, the Naval Air Corps was opened in Usa City, Oita. My
high school is in this city. Most of the crew who went to war received their flight
training here, and many of them were young men of my generation. | am filled
with sadness and regret to know that so many promising young men left my city
for the battlefields, and that many of them did not return.

| had the opportunity to visit Pearl Harbor in Hawaii when | was 12 years old. |
was impressed by the tour guide's comment that US tourists who visit Japan often
go to the Hiroshima and Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museums, but Japanese tourists
do nothing but to shop and rarely visit war remnants. It is said that the first ship
bomber squadron commander of the Usa Naval Air Squadron dropped the first
bombs in the attack on Pearl Harbor. Pearl Harbor still bears the marks of bullets
fired by the Japanese forces. The battleships sunk in the surprise attack are also
still there.

My visit to Hawaii gave me the opportunity to think about war from the
perspective of the perpetrators. Without the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the
atomic bombings of Nagasaki and Hiroshima might not have happened. | felt that
war can only be understood from the perspective of both the victims and the
perpetrators.

It is our great mission today to convey the memory of war and the significance

of peace. To prevent another war from happening again, we will continue to learn
about the inhumanity of nuclear weapons and to call for peace.
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| am Yuka Ohara, and | am a high school student from Nagasaki.

At 11:02 a.m. on August 9th, 1945, a single atomic bomb exploded in the sky
over Nagasaki, instantly turning the city into a sea of fire and a blood-soaked hell.

People were burned to death by the intense heat rays, with many begging for
water as they died. Mothers carried headless babies on their backs, babies crawled
on the backs of their dead mothers, and people were burned alive, trapped under
collapsed houses. After the bombing, blackened bodies were left scattered here and
there, and the smell of death lingered in the air. Many bodies were abandoned,
neither buried nor mourned.

The surviving atomic bomb survivors still cannot get the memories of that
horrible day out of their heads, and just the mere mention of it brings tears to their
eyes, leaving them in such a traumatized state, that they can't stop shuddering.
Many survivors are still living with the effects of the bombing to this day.

We must also never forget that nuclear weapons and war took the precious
lives of many children. Even those children who somehow managed to survive lost
their families and their homes, and continue to suffer as orphans. At the Shiroyama
Elementary School where | studied, more than 1,400 children were killed in the
atomic bombing.

"The gray schoolyard was littered with charred bodies and skeletal remains.
Wounds and shards of glass pierced their skin, and bleeding people cried out for
help. I thought, “This is what a living hell is truly like."

This is how atomic bomb survivors from Shiroyama Elementary School
recounted their experiences. Nuclear weapons are inhumane arms that deprive
people of their right to live in a peaceful and safe world, and their right to die with
dignity as human beings. We must eliminate them from society. They must never
be used again.

Today, however, wars and conflicts continue in many parts of the world,
claiming the lives of many innocent civilians. At the same time, the risk of nuclear
weapons being used again is steadily increasing as regional hostilities escalate. In
addition, survivors of the 1945 bombings are getting older. It is becoming
increasingly difficult for them to recount their experiences.

I have listened to the stories of several survivors and learned about the folly
of war and the terrible damage caused by nuclear weapons. | have also seen how
the survivors continue to fight for peace. | promise to carry on their legacy by
appealing to the world and to future generations so that their activism for nuclear
abolition and their aspiration to "never create another atomic bomb survivor",
won't be lost to time.

As a third-generation atomic bomb survivor, born and raised in Nagasaki, |
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have been entrusted by my grandmother, my great-great aunt, and other survivors
with their never-ending desire for the total abolition of nuclear weapons. Our
mission is to keep passing down their heartfelt wish to "make Nagasaki the last
atomic-bombed city" and to create a peaceful future for all, without the threat of
nuclear Armageddon.

Please listen to the voices of the atomic bomb survivors and those of us who
are calling for an end to these horrific weapons of war. Please just stop and think.
The reality of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki seventy-nine years
ago clearly shows us that humanity is incapable of coexisting peacefully with such
weapons of mass destruction. So now is the time for action. We must abolish
nuclear weapons entirely and fight for disarmament, so that such a tragedy can
never happen again. Thank you.
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Thank you all for taking the time to speak with us today. My name is Rin Tsuda
and I’'m from Nagasaki, Japan.

I would like to talk about the effects of the atomic bomb and the feelings of the
survivors over the past 79 years. On August 9th, 1945, an atomic bomb was
dropped on Nagasaki. At that time, the population of Nagasaki was about 240,000,
and approximately 74,000 people died by the end of that year.

At my school, Nagasaki Higashi High School, about 300 students died in the
bombing. One of the students who survived was Kyoko Hayashi, who later wrote
many literary works about the damage caused by the atomic bomb. She was only
14 years old when she was exposed to the bomb 1.4 kilometers from the hypocenter.
Miraculously, she crawled out of the rubble and survived. She continued to warn

of the dangers of atomic bomb in her writings until she passed away at the age of
86. She said,

“The atomic bomb is not just a weapon. The effects of the atomic bomb on humans
1s ever-lasting. If it were only my problem, I would not continue to write.”

Her words mean that the damage from the atomic bomb, especially radiation,
did not end in the past. Even today, the survivors are still suffering from the
aftereffects of the bombing. The atomic weapon can also harm the human body
and the environment even for the second and third generations.

My grandfather, who lived in Nagasaki, was also exposed to the atomic
bombing at the age of three. He remembers that he was swimming in the river with
his brother at the time of the bombing. His sister then carried him on her back and
fled to an air-raid shelter. The atomic bombing is an event that even a three-year-
old boy can remember. My grandfather has been fighting against cancer, which is
probably caused by radiation exposure. Therefore, for the sake of people and the
environment to live in the future, nuclear weapons should not exist in this world.

As a third-generation atomic bomb survivor and a teenager from Nagasaki, the
last city to have suffered from an atomic bombing, I appeal to people around the
world to abolish nuclear weapons. In addition, I would like to pass on the survivors’
wish that no one else should have to go through the same painful experiences. |
will think about what I can do for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the
realization of a peaceful world, and I will strive to put these ideas into action.
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(2) BEEMHH L—R E—F
©® [1 Hiroshima Kosaku Okimoto ]

Thank you very much for giving us this opportunity today. We are the
Hiroshima/Nagasaki Peace Messengers. We are 23 high school students
selected from all over Japan. In each of our regions, we are working for the
same goal: the abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of a
peaceful world.

Today, many countries justify nuclear weapons based on the theory of
nuclear deterrence, but I have to say that it doesn’t work anymore. The
Russian invasion of Ukraine indicates the limitations of the theory . The
war has made it clear that nuclear weapons cannot stop war. Even the threat
to use nuclear weapons can make people frightened. And this is also the
case in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Today, the world is plunging into chaos. As one of those who know the
atrocities of nuclear weapons, we pledge to make their harm known to the
world.

[ 2 Nagasaki Rin Tsuda]

Seventy-nine years ago, the atomic bombs took the precious lives of many
people in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Above all, the threat of the atomic
bombs has left a lasting impact on the survivors for decades in the form of
the grief over the loss of their family members and friends and the life-
threatening aftereffects. Nevertheless, the hibakusha continue to look back
on their memories that they do not want to remember, and share them with
us in the hope of making peace in the future. It is now our turn to make the
world aware of the reality of nuclear weapons and the importance of peace.
In any case, Hiroshima is and will be the city that suffered the first atomic
bomb. However, if a country uses nuclear weapons, Nagasaki will change
from "the last city to have suffered a nuclear attack" to "only the second
city to suffer a nuclear attack.” And as we all know very well, given the
current state of world affairs, this can really happen.lIt is the mission of our
generation to stop it. We may not be able to change the world immediately
and dramatically. But, through our activities, we want to make gradual
progress toward a nuclear-free world. Now some of us are going to make
speeches about peace.
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® [ 3 Hiroshima Natsuki Kai ]

My name is Natsuki Kai, and I am from Hiroshima. My great-
grandfather entered Hiroshima City right after the atomic bomb was
dropped to participate in rescue efforts and was exposed to residual
radiation. I am a fourth generation hibakusha. Hibakusha means the
people who survived the atomic bombing.

At the time of the atomic bombing, my great-grandfather saw an
unusual flash that blocked out the midsummer sunlight from a place
about 38 kilometers away from Hiroshima City. He then entered
Hiroshima for rescue work. As he walked near the hypocenter, he
found many bodies so charred that it was impossible to tell their sex
or to recognize their faces. He wrote about his feelings as he
witnessed the devastation in Hiroshima: “If it were an earthquake or
lightning, I could accept it as it was, but this was caused by a human-
made nuclear weapon, and I cannot forgive it.” I think he couldn't
contain his anger at seeing people who couldn't live or die in a
humane way. The very existence of nuclear weapons is something
that should never be allowed.

[ 4 Nagasaki Yuka Ohara]

At 11:02 a.m. on August 9th, three days after the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima, a single atomic bomb exploded in the sky over Nagasaki,
instantly turning the city into hell. The city was littered with charred bodies
and skeletal remains. People were burned to death by the intense heat rays,
with many begging for water as they died. People were burned alive,
trapped under collapsed houses. People cried out for help as their skin
melted and their internal organs fell out of their bodies. After the bombing,
the smell of death lingered in the air. Many bodies were left here and there,
neither buried nor mourned. This is what my grandmother told me about
the situation of that day.

In Nagasaki that day, more than 70,000 innocent precious lives were lost
in an instant. Even those who somehow managed to survive were left with
severe physical injuries, lost their precious families, friends and their
homes, suffered discrimination and were forced to live lonely and painful
lives. These people are still suffering from the effects of the bombing to
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this day. The atomic bomb survivors still cannot get the memories of that
horrible day out of their heads, and just the mere mention of it brings tears
to their eyes, leaving them in such a traumatized state, that they can’t stop
shaking. Nevertheless, the atomic bomb survivors have a strong desire not
to let their experiences of the atomic bombings fade away and to "never
create another atomic bomb survivor.” They continue to raise their voices
and say that humanity cannot coexist peacefully with such weapons of
mass destruction.

[ 5 Hiroshima Wakana Tsukuda ]

Thanks to the, we are now able to make an appeal to the world in this way
about the horror and inhumanity of nuclear weapons. It is not enough to
understand the hibakusha's earnest wish only in our minds . We have to
understand it deeply in our hearts. It means facing the horror of the atomic
bombings and being close to the hearts of the hibakusha. The average age
of hibakusha is now over 85, and they are dying every year. That is why
we, who have the privilege of hearing directly from hibakusha, must pass
on their message that “we must not let anyone else suffer as we did.”

We will keep the hibakusha's wish for peace in our hearts and continue to
call for the abolition of nuclear weapons as citizens of the only country that
has experienced the horror of nuclear weapons in war. It is people and their
hearts that move society. Please listen to us. Listen to the voice of our
hearts.
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® [ 6 Hokkaido Annri Takasa]

We are witnessing wars all over the world. Every time | see the scene of war,
| wonder if someone might use nuclear weapons. My heart is filled with a
sense of crisis and fear. I’'m especially afraid of nuclear weapons because |
know the inhumanity of nuclear weapons. How many people know the truth
about radiation exposure in Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

[ 7 Niigata Akari Nisiwaki ]

By July 25th, 1945, the US Armed Forces had selected four cities as targets
for possible atomic bombings.

Among them, Niigata was considered as the fourth target.In the end, Niigata
was spared the bombing.

If the bomb had been dropped on Niigata, and one of my grandparents had
been killed, I wouldn't be here. It is now more important than ever for us to
imagine what it would be like if an atomic bomb were dropped on our
hometown.

[ 8 Hokkaido Mana Minakawa ]

| am from Hokkaido. Hokkaido is about 2,000 kilometers from Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. The temperature difference between summer and winter is 50
degrees. About 2,000 atomic bomb survivors migrated to this distant and
harsh land of Hokkaido. One of the reasons was to escape from
the misconception that nuclear radiation is contagious. They also want to
forget the tragic memories of the bombing.

[ 9 Sizuoka Yuna Tanikawa ]

A US hydrogen bomb test was conducted at Bikini Atoll on March 1, 1954.
The Daigo Fukuryu Maru, a tuna fishing vessel sailing from Shizuoka,
where | live, was exposed to the radioactivity released by the test. One of the
crew, Aikichi Kuboyama, died, leaving his family behind. I will never forget
the words of Kuboyama, the first Japanese victim of a hydrogen bomb. Just
before he died, he said, "Please make me the last victim.” Imagine your
family being exposed to radiation from a nuclear test.

[ 6 Hokkaido Annri Takasa ]

We will continue to work for the abolition of nuclear weapons and for peace
in the world.
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® [ 10 Tokyo EishimaAsa]

Tokyo, where | live, was bombed over 100 times during World War IlI. In
the Tokyo Air Raid of 1945, approximately 105,400 people lost their lives
in just one night. This number of casualties in a single day surpasses those
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. To this day, about 80,000 unidentified remains
are still left. To ensure that such wartime devastation is never repeated, it
IS imperative that nuclear weapons are abolished as soon as possible, and
we move towards a peaceful world without war.

[ 11 Ibaraki Nanami Taguchi ]

Major cities throughout Japan, including my own in Ibaraki Prefecture,
were attacked by U.S. forces, which destroyed infrastructure and cultural
assets. Residents were forced to evacuate their homes, and the war left
economic, social burdens, and psychological scars. Those who
experienced these events are striving to pass on their memories. Hibakusha
and Hibakuchi share similar sentiments about the effects of nuclear
weapons. Our mission is to pass on the lessons of the past to the next
generation and continue to promote a message of peace!

[ 12 Hyougo Miyuki Hosoya ]

Kobe in Hyogo Prefecture is known as an international trading city. But the
history of Kobe has another face — the people of the city experienced the
Great Kobe Air Raids During World War 11, and the city was reduced to
ruins. Many people around the world have suffered greatly from nuclear
weapons. Nuclear damage is not only inflicted on the Japanese. We must
not forget that many people have suffered from repeated nuclear tests. We
must eliminate the role of nuclear weapons and seek a sustainable peace
supported by the people of the entire planet.

[ 13 Nara Fujimoto Hanon ]

The building of my high school has a history of 91 years. Actually it also
served as a facility for the Japanese army in 1945 during World War 1.
The school was turned into a war machine. | was shocked to realize that
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war is so close to us. In Hiroshima and Nagasaki 79 years ago, atomic
bombs robbed people of their loved ones, including their fathers, mothers,
brothers and sisters, and friends with whom they played and went to
school.

[ 14 Osaka Mizuki Inanaka ]

Hibakusha often says, "I don't want to remember, and | do not want to talk
about it anymore." Their pain and suffering are beyond our imagination.
However, to ensure we do not repeat the same mistakes, they have shared
their horrendous memories with us. This is because they do desire world
peace and hold hope for our future. That is why all of us, living today,
must imagine the horrors that occurred in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
imagine them as if they had happened to us. The number of people who
experienced the war decreases year by year. It is our duty, as the younger
generation, to make the tragedies of these two cities known to everyone and
call for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

[ 15 Kanagawa Arisa Hagi ]

Who on earth wants to be a victim of nuclear weapons? Do nuclear
weapons bring us any benefits? Fundamentally, we, human beings and
nuclear weapons cannot coexist. There can be no real peace under the
constant threat of nuclear weapons.

However, sometimes, the pursuit of the abolition of nuclear weapons
makes us feel as if we are wandering in a dark tunnel with no end in
sight. At such times, the words of Setsuko Thurlow, a hibakusha from
Hiroshima, encourage me. She said, "Don't give up! Keep pushing! See
the light? Crawl towards it." For me, Hiroshima and Nagasaki are the
source of energy for peace. We will continue to work persistently for the
abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of a peaceful world.
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® [ 16 Fukushima Kanon Nagasawa ]

On March 11, the 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred. The
maximum seismic intensity was seven on the Japanese seismic scale, and
the damage was so severe in the Fukushima Prefecture where | live.
Fukushima was not only affected by the earthquake, but also, by the
tsunami and the nuclear power plant accident.

[ 17 Fukushima Yuua Hangai ]

| was three years old at the time. My family had to be evacuated from a
town just two kilometers away from the nuclear power plant. As one of the
victims of the nuclear accident, | was discriminated against even though it
wasn't my fault. If such a large-scale nuclear power plant disaster were to
occur, or if nuclear weapons were to be used, the lives and dreams of many
people would be destroyed again in an instant.

[ 18 Iwate Fumiko Hatakeyama ]

My primary school playground was lined with makeshift houses and there
was no place to play. However, thanks to support from around the world,
reconstruction has progressed, and the temporary shelters have been
removed. My grandfather, with the help of people he knew, oversaw the
collection of essential supplies for those affected by the disaster. It is
important to continue to build peaceful and friendly relations by expanding
the circle of international solidarity.

[ 19 Iwate Rintaro Sato]

Earthquakes and tsunamis are not man-made. On the other hand, nuclear
weapons are invented by human beings and can take many lives. War can
be prevented or even eliminated by our hand

To prevent the atrocities of nuclear weapons, we as young Japanese people
will take the lead in calling for the realization of a peaceful world without
nuclear weapons.
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® [20 Kumamoto Haruno Hirano]

Fujieda Urata, as one of survivor who lives in Kumamoto prefecture now
was 15 years old when she was exposed to the atomic bomb in Nagasaki.
When she and her mother were at home, located just 500 meters from the
hypocenter, they saw the charred corpse of a child. it was indicated her 8
years old sister Mitsue. Fujieda's mother screamed in grief, cry
out"Mitsue!", and embraced Mitsue, who had turned into a black mass, but
she crumbled into pieces.

Fujie lost total four family members including grandmother,sister and
sister.

I will continue to share of bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 79 years
ago, and to appeal for abolishing of nuclear weapons, so that the same
mistake will never be made again, in the present or in the future.

[ 21 Oita Taichi Hanasaki ]

When | was 12 years old, | had the opportunity to visit Pearl Harbor, in
Hawaii, when | was 12 years old. | was impressed by the tour guide's
comment that US tourists who visit Japan often go to the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museums, but Japanese tourists do nothing but
shop and rarely visit war sites.

My visit to Hawaii gave me the opportunity to think about war from the
perspective point of view of the perpetrators. | felt that war can only be
understood from the perspective point of view of both the victims and the
perpetrators.

[ 22 Fukuoka Seto Sugimori ]

As many facts are forgotten, tThe testimonies and thoughts of those who
were involved in the war are being lost. As a result, we may forget their
pain and foolishly repeat the same thing over and over again. War takes
lives irrationally and destroys precious things in an instant. But is a
peaceful life based on war a true peace?
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Those of us who have inherited the memories of war have a responsibility
to continue to speak out to prevent the repetition of such tragedies.
OneThere is an atomic bomb survivor who says, “I had to endure
discrimination because | was an atomic bomb survivor. | had to hide the
fact that | was exposed to the an atomic bomb. | tried to forget it, but |
decided to share my experience to prevent another war.”

[ 23 Saga Misato Yoshida ]

One atomic bomb survivor says“l had to endure discrimination because |
was an atomic bomb survivor. | had to hide the fact that | was exposed to
an atomic bomb. I tried to forget it, but | decided to share my experience to
prevent another war.”

As one of the last generation to hear directly from the survivors, | call for
their stories to be shared. If the survivors believe that their mission is to
share their experiences to prevent the use of nuclear weapons in the future,
the mission of my generation is to abolish nuclear weapons.

We believe that our impacts may be small,but we are not powerless and
continue our activity in order to realize a peaceful world

without nuclear weapons.
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Thank you. compassion, commitment, and real belief that peace cannot
coexist with nuclear weapons. And | urge you to continue to take those messages
to everyone. we are listening. It's just that sometimes it takes us so much longer to
get the right message through. States can be very slow to make changes, but you
have the power and your impact is great. And you also have a huge responsibility
to carry those memories and those terrible moments forward to. Make energy and
use that for good. I think there was a message that said, you know, this energizes
me, the horrors of the war. The path energizes me to bring light into the world.
And | think that this is what you are precisely doing. And I'm so impressed not
only by how committed you are to this and how dedicated you are to this cause,
but how well informed you are. And that is so important because information is
power. And this is what will allow you to engage at all levels on these issues. When
you spoke to the issues of deterrence and the issues of rhetoric, it is scary. And
you're allowed to be scared. You are right to be scared. Use that to be able to
engage further with your communities, with your governments, with groups that
have similar objectives as yours. Japan is unique, and I hope that it will continue
to be unique in the future. that sense that no one else will have to suffer such
incidents. But you are also very similar to other youths around the world that are
fighting for peace, maybe for different reasons, for different contexts, but that have
that same hunger to ensure that our world is a little bit safer. And | feel, | already
feel safer with you in the world, with you being able to carry. Those messages
across. So please continue to do this, to talk to us, to force us to listen, to ensure
that your message is heard, because | promise that it is, and | promise that we will
continue to work on these issues. As you know, the head of our Office for
Disarmament Affairs is Mrs. lzumi Nakamitsu, who is also absolutely a true
advocate of these issues and protects them. Work towards, and I'm hopeful that if
not, while I'm still working, at least that while you are now taking over the world
and running the world, that you will have the courage that we have lacked to be
able to resolve this and to push for this. So thank you, thank you for this
tremendous work. Keep speaking, keep the voice. loud and clear, and you are being
listened to, and your voice has so much power. So keep this topic alive, thank you.
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Thank you Keiko ambassador, thank you so much for hosting us once
more in your lovely residents. Dear colleagues, dear students, it’s so lovely to see
you again and such a pleasure to having our officer yesterday and to listen to
very key messages that you have to share with us and with the world. Coming to
Geneva to talk to the disarmament community about such an important message,
to ensure that the world does not forget nor lose sight of the importance of
coming to the realization of a world without nuclear weapons. Your voice, the
history that you bring in the messages, and the power that you have is second to
none. And you must continue to play this message over and over and over again
until each and every one of us dedicated to this issue, working on this issue day
to day, realizes this dream of a world without nuclear weapons. You are our
future, you are our reason, and you have the power to make this happen. We,
Ambassador and | may not have the opportunity to save this happening while real
professionally active but | know that your good hands with all of you. So, thank
you for sharing that history, those lessons, the energy, and the power of your
voice as we go forward. Keep talking, keep raising your voice, keep making sure
that your governments and your communities and your friends understand the
importance of disarmament, and that disarmament goes far beyond just the peace
and security aspects, but is vital to the development of every aspect across those
societies. So please keep up the wonderful work, and thank you for sharing those
messages with us. We will convey and share the petitions that you have shared
and presented to us to our Secretary General in New York, and we will also share
— I've already shared with Ms.Nakamitsu. — | have already shared with her a
version of your collected speeches from yesterday, so she has received them, and
I know that she is extremely proud of the legacy that you are leaving behind. And
please keep up the good work. Next time, try to stay a little bit longer. Thank
you. And thank you, ambassador, for promoting these visits and keeping youth
voices alive, which are going to be so important, and will be featured very, very
prominently in a seminar in the future. Keep talking about these issues. Thank
you.
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Our ultimate goal is the abolition of nuclear weapons. Realistically, it’s
tough way. I don’t want to say, but it's almost impossible. But, if we can’t see
hope, who will? It’s our responsibility. It’s my destiny. Some people may say we
are ridiculous. We are pursuing imaginary utopia. So, Am | just an immature
dreaming boy? The answer is not. My name is Kosaku Okimoto. I’'m from
Hiroshima, the city where the world's first atomic bomb in human history was
used. 79 years ago, the tragedy did happen. The bomb, with its extremely
destructive power, exploded above loop Hiroshima, where many innocent people
lived.

My great-grandmother, who lived in Hiroshima at the time, saw her
cousin being trapped under the ice piano by the atomic blast. In her crumbling
house, she had no choice but to evacuate for her own life, with no time to find
out if her cousin was alive or dead. She had no way of confirming her cousin’s
presence in the destroyed city until decades later, when she saw her cousin's
name inscribed on a stone monument at a temple.

Every time | recall the memory of my great grandmother, I can reconfirm
that | have an inherent responsibility for taking action as a survivor, just as she
felt when she saw the cousin’s name in the stone monument.

As | told you, our main activity is sharing the actual history and spreading
the voice of survivors from 79 years ago. This is what we should do, and what
we can do as a citizen from a bombed city. But, you have another job. You, all
people, engage in politics, especially in disarmament, | expect you to step
forward to achieve a world without nuclear weapons.

Personally, I think today’s international system is limited if we really
want to achieve a disarmament and antinuclear world. So, for example, what do
you think about the destruction of the current security council. Why cannot we
change the permanent members? It is obvious that there is an equation of
permanent members = nuclear nation. Everyone knows they have too much
power. We need a paradigm shift of System of global politics.

Maybe in the future, 1 will be one of you, who makes the actual policy in

complex global situations. But at least today, my job is sharing history. In
contrast, your responsibility is to focus on the future and plan a challenging
policy. Today, the world is plunging into Chaos and the tension is rising in all
regions. Again, it is time for a paradigm shift. It’s up to us.

The abolition of nuclear weapons is a goal that should be shared by all
humanity. A world without nuclear weapons is a future that people all over the
world want. And I believe it’s achievable. We're gonna shift the world from
populace awareness, and you can change the world from policy aspects. Let’s
realize the human dream together in this generation.
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